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élw A,,Starry when he

was a colenel in Vietnam
(Starry Family Collection)

A letter of condolences

to the family

of

General Donn A. Starry

August 30" 2011, Latrun, Israel

Dear Michael Starry,

It is with great sadness that we learned the passing of
General Donn A. Starry - a friend of the State of Israel,
of the Israel Defense Forces, and a personal friend
of many IDF commanders who had the privilege of
knowing him for many years.

General Starry joined two of his good comrades, the late
General Israel Tal and the late General Moshe Pelled.
The three of them were recognized by the expert staff
and by the executive of the General Paton memorial
Museum as being among the finest armor commanders
in history ever to command an armored corps formation
during battle. Their pictures are displayed next to one
other in the Patton Museum as well as with us at Yad
Lashiryon in Latrun.

General Starry reached the upper echelon of command
in the United States Army. He visited the IDF after the
Yom Kippur war, for purpose of learning the lessons of
the war and how to adapt them to the American army.
While in Israel, and during subsequent visits by IDF
Armored Corps commanders in the US, strong personal
and professional ties were formed among colleagues

and these ties influenced the US decision to equip the
IDF with the necessary weapon and technology to
make it ready for future challenges.

General Donn Starry's personal contribution during
the period of his Army service as well as afterwards
to relations between the IDF and the US Army
was significant, and he played an important role in
strengthening the IDF and its Armored Corps.

The state of Israel, defense establishment, IDF and the
Armored Corps owe him their heartfelt thanks for his
years of contributing to Israel's defense and security.
We, his longtime friends in the Armored Corps, and the
Armored Corps Association at Latrun, salute General
Starry - a fellow armored corps soldier, decorated
commander and friend.

May you express our condolences to your family

Major-General (ret.) Haim Erez

Chairman of the Armored Corps Association Yad
Lashiryon The Armored Corps Memorial Site &
Museum

Cc

Lt. Gen. Benny Gantz, Chief of Staff, IDF

Col. William Hansen
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Kippur War: the IDF’s vulnerability to
surprise attack at the conflict’s outbreak,
the ensuing engagements, the turnaround
and military victory on the Golan Heights
and the Sinai.

The warm relations that Starry developed
with the IDF and with IDF commanders,
as well as his personal appreciation of
the regional picture and of the various
military and political factors operational
within it, led President Jimmy Carter
to delay conferral of General Starry’s
fourth star, as well as his appointment as
commanding general of TRADOC and,
later, as commander in chief of the US
Readiness Command. As commander of
TRADOC - the U.S. Army Training and
Doctrine Command - Starry’s familiarity
with past IDF engagements, with the
Armored Corps and the Armor Command
enabled him to offer valuable input during
the establishment of the field unit training
center (“BALISH”) at Tze’elim - a state-
of-the-art center for all ground forces —
and, later, in the establishment of the GOC
Army Headquarters.

This period of involvement in the
development of Israel’s ground forces, in
the establishment of its divisions and in
the rehabilitation of the IDF’s Armored
Corps during General Musa Peled’s
tenure as its commander, persuaded Starry
that the principles on which the IDF’s
BALISH base had been founded should
be implemented at the US Army’s training
center at Fort Irwin in the Nevada desert
— an initiative that was ultimately realized
with assistance from IDF Armored Corps
liaison officers who had gained experience
at Tze’elim and were able to provide
guidance in implementing the doctrine at
the American training center.

General Starry took care to ensure that the
liaison officers spent time at his TRADOC

=

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

command at Fort Monroe, Virginia; he also
met them on the training grounds at Fort
Hood in Texas, and at Fort Irwin in Nevada.
The doctrine divisions and advanced
training aides were also in ongoing contact
with General Staff training centers and
with the armored corps/armored force
doctrine division.

Ground combat doctrines have constituted
milestones in the development of both the
Israeli and the American ground forces, as
important to their operation as conducting
is to an orchestra.

Donn Starry was comfortable in Israel —
“on his home turf” — and came here for
live exercises and for meetings with field
commanders. In an address at Israel’s
National Security College in the early
2000s, and in a book published last year,
General Starry described the great change
that took place in the operation of the
American armored divisions during Desert
Storm (the first Persian Gulf War) — change
informed by the lessons of the Yom Kippur
War as embodied in the combat methods
employed in the Sinai Desert and on the
mountainous Golan Heights.

General Starry, in both his military and
civilian careers, was an advocate vis-a-vis
the Pentagon and the US Army for Israel
as a close ally, and was instrumental in
ensuring the IDF’s status as a well-trained,
well-armed force equipped with state-
of-the-art technologies, and capable of

maintaining a qualitative advantage over
its neighbors.

On the personal and informal plane, Starry
was on friendly, close terms with the
families of generals Musa Peled and Israel
(Talik) Tal.

During personal encounters, Starry and
his Israeli colleagues would confer on
issues of doctrine, combat, research and
development, particularly as they related
to ground operations; among the matters
taken up during these discussions were the
Merkava and its development. As one who
was often present at these meetings, I can
personally attest to the stimulating quality
of the discussions. These exchanges of
opinion were beneficial to both sides.

With the advent of the Internet an Armored
Corps channel opened up between
the two sides through which queries
were periodically conveyed to Starry,
particularly from Talik via Bruce Williams.
This channel was operative until a year ago.
On behalf of the IDF, the security forces,
the Armored Corps and the Yad LeShiryon
Association, we bow our heads today and
bid farewell to a true and revered friend of
Israel, one who left a profound impression
on us over the years.

Donn Starry was a man of stature — an
American general of the old school,
shaped by long years of service as soldier
and commander, and by his battlefield
experience.

We salute you with the esprit de corps of a
fellow member of the armored corps; your
name and heritage will accompany us as
we continue along our way. A special place
of honor will be reserved for you at the
Armored Corps Memorial Site at Latrun, a
place you knew well.

May your memory be for a blessing.

Brig. General (res.) Shimon Hefetz
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General Donn Starry:

a Revered

VOLUME I

Selected Works of
General Donn A. Starry

Friend of Israel

General Donn Starry - a highly-
esteemed and visionary four-star general
who followed in the footsteps of such
distinguished predecessors as General
William E. DePuy, was a commanding
general who, as commander of the
Armor School at Ft. Knox and in other
high-ranking positions, helped shape a
generation of US Army field commanders.
Gracious and obliging at the personal level,
he was the strategic intellect behind the US
Army’s AirLand Battle doctrine.

Over the years General Starry became
closely acquainted with the Israel Defense
Forces and the IDF’s Armored Corps, both
via his Fort Knox trainees and through
the relationships that developed between
himself and several IDF Armored Corps
commanders, including generals Moshe
(Musa) Peled and Israel (Talik) Tal.

As commanding general of the U.S. Army
Armor Center and School, Starry was sent,
after the Yom Kippur War, with a weapons
and doctrine team to study the lessons of
that war - “The best battles are the ones
in which you don’t take part.” The team’s
original intent was to analyze the various
events and engagements of the war from an
outside perspective, one informed by the
principle that it is the army’s job to contend
with tactical problems so that the political
echelon can be free to make decisions.
However, the events of the Yom Kippur
War encompassed a range of echelons,
from the staff level up to and including
the divisional levels. The American team
devoted particular attention to the combat
situations that arose during the Yom
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